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The Karavitiko Symposium
invites you to come along and enjoy a
superb luncheon to celebrate
TNV NUEPOQ TOV AYoV XapaAQUTOV

Date: Sunday 21st February 2010
Venue: All Saints Greek Orthodox Church
& Hall, Cnr Isabel & Cecilia Sts Belmore
Time: Morning Church Service
(Icon procession approx. 9.45am).
Luncheon - (in Church Hall)
11.30am - 4.30 pm
Cost: $55.00 Adults
$35.00 Children (under 12)

Bookings: George Poulos 93888320
Peter Poulos 0409 666238
Theo Poulos 0409 449927, 91509069
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KYTHO CALENDAR

\F

Fridays 5th Feb - 26th March 2010
Weekly Greek dancing lessons- Term 1

Change of date:

Sunday 21st February 2010

Agios Haralambos Church Service and
Lunch (details on front page & flyer).

Change of date:

Saturday 10th April 2010
Nicholas A. Aroney Encouragement
Awards (detailson page 3).

Sunday 4th April 2010
Easter Sunday (Pascha)

hUms & BUBS

"Mums and Bubs’ outings areto be
held once a month on a Friday, for
babies and children up to 4 years.
For more information please call
Pamela Efstathis on

0409 987 789.

Fditor’s Note

Happy New Y ear Everyone!
| hope that you all had a wonderful
Christmas and that 2010 will be a year full
of good health and happiness for all of us.
Like most people, | always make a resolution or two at the start
of the year and of course, again like most people...I tend to
break it well before January is over.
This year, my resolution was (notice the past tense) that | will
be more tolerant and not whinge about things in general.
Unfortunately, it had little chance of success as we spent the
early hours of the year at Mrs. Macquarie’s Chair. The photo
below reflects the view of Sydney’s spectacular midnight
fireworks display from where we sat. We watched them with
friends and had alovely time. However, it occurred to me that |
really enjoyed myself because of
the company...not the fireworks.

Personally, | think that they are

such atotal waste of money!

Imagine what millions of dollars

could do for people in need, not

to mention that pyrotechnics are
not exactly beneficial for the
environment.

Also, New Year's Everealy
brings out the best and worst in people. Everyone is so friendly
but once the fireworks end, the dynamics change. People are
less tolerant and easily annoyed (especially yours truly) when
caught in the crush of thousands of tired people trying to battle
their way home.

Hence my resolution suffered an extremely early demise this

year. Asfar as the fireworks go...been there, done that, tick it

off. Next year | will be definitely be watching them on Sky or
CNN.

On an entirely different note, we would like our readers to
know that we have changed printers. We are now producing the
newsletter in colour at only a slight increase over the cost of
printing in black & white.

Consequently, we will continue with colour. The only draw-
back is that the printing processis now substantially longer.
Therefore, the cut-off date for articlesto be submitted is now
the 18th of each month. Thisisto ensure that the newsletter is
mailed out early in the following month.

Note: For the printers to achieve maximum clarity, please send
your information and photos by email.

PS. | would like to thank Kythera-Family.net
for the use of some of the beautiful photos that
are uploaded on its site (Stephen Trifyllis and
George Vardas in particular) aswell as my son
Josh, who took over the reins of the “ Summer
Edition” last month, thus allowing me to take
the month off.
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The Great Walls of Kythera

You can't have visited Kythera without having noticed the incredible stone
wallsin fields, along mountain ridges, in the old houses now in ruins... You
might even have a few interesting photos of them in your albums - | know | do.
How many thousands of hours were spent removing the stones from the fields
and using them in walls to demarcate the boundaries or simply to create an
enclosure for the precious animals aimost all Kytherian families used to keep?
They are as much apart of our Kytherian inheritance as the houses and olive
trees. It might sound a bit far-fetched, but | think they have the potential to put
Kythera on the cultural map (yet again) in the form of photographsin an exhibi-
tion and/or abook. So here's my offer: If we can get together at least one hun-
dred high-class pictures of those beautiful walls over the next year, | will per-
sonally seeto it that it is put together in abook called "The Great Walls of
Kythera". If you're handy with a camerayou've still got a year to take some
great pictures of them, but perhaps you already have some. Or if one of your
relatives dabbled in photography, go through their old slides and find The
Walls. I'vejust created a new category in the Island Photography section of the
site called "Great Walls", to which you can (easily) upload your pictures. After
ayear we'll see what we've got and contact those whose pictures wed like to
use for their permission (and for high-resolution versions of the pictures - the
one's on the site won't do for the printed page). Everyone whose wall picture(s)
appear in the book will receive a few free copies of the book. If you think |
might have had too much sun in Greece this year and gone wall-nuts, then | can
assure you that the walls have huge aesthetic potential. I've uploaded afew
pictures to the site already and you can see for yourself what | mean: Great
Walls. | look forward to seeing your pictures posted soon. If you have any
questions, don't hesitate to contact me at james@kythera-family.net.

The Kythera Power-Tower-Dump Saga Continues

2010 will probably be the year when the government and authoritiesin Athens
decide upon whether Kythera will become a giant industrial wind-power station
or not. While the rest of Europe is discontinuing the subsidisation of electricity
generated by wind because of its unreliability - see The Problems with Wind
Power - the energy corporations are turning their attention to Greece where the
penny still hasn't dropped and millionsin subsidies are on offer. While it would
be negligent not to pursue aternatives to the current CO2 producing power
plants, it would be foolhardy to replace one environmental problem with an-
other - more about that below.

One environmental group on the island is distributing posters and stickers op-
posing the proposals, others are preparing to mount a legal challenge if the
regulatory body gives the go-ahead to the major corporations vying for the
millionsin subsidies on offer. At the same time a small group of usinvestigated
the possibility of creating an energy company in Greece which would also
utilise Kythera's ample wind and sun to produce electricity for Kytheraon a
scale appropriate to the size of theisland - the previously mentioned industrial
wind-farms would consist of upwards of two-hundred towers each more than 80
meters high while Kythera's own energy needs require only 5 towers of that
size. Unfortunately the regulatory body (RAE) which decides who can put
electricity into the grid, only allows the "big players" into the game. Small-scale
environmentally sensible (for Kythera) utility companies are blocked out com-
pletely. When | |eft theisland in December the RAE hadn't even put Kytheraon
thelist of locations where private homeowners could put the energy from their
solar-modules into the grid. Hopefully that will change one day soon but until
then we have to remain vigilant that our island isn't turned into one big power-
tower-dump.

There are two pdfs to download which can help you become active in opposi-
tion, if you are so inclined. Thefirst isanewsletter by the Kythera Action
Group led by John Stathatos who plan to commission a study of migratory birds
over Kythera, a study which they believe the most effective weapon against the
whirling-circus corporations.

So far they have raised more than half of the €6,000 (A$10,000, US$8,650)
needed to complete the study. Y our donation to the fund can make areal differ-
ence: only one hundred more donations of $50 will do the trick. Read more
about their plans and how to donate in the KAG Newsletter .

The second pdf is one which | have created which maps the 10 sites already
under threat of "tower-dumping”. It also lists the official RAE submission with
alink to the original documents on the RAE website. For al those till in denial
about the real threat to the island, those documents unfortunately verify the
seriousness of the plans.

We are also putting together a new info-site at SaveK ythera.com on which we
will gather al the information we have regarding the proposed industrial wind-
farms. One of our aimsisto analyse the "energy equation” and we need help
with that. Expertsin other countries have calculated that some wind-farms
actually reguire more energy to construct and maintain than they ever produce
intheir life-times. For example it takes about 2 years before one wind-generator
produces enough energy to cover what it took just to create the piecesin it - that
doesn't include the transport, the huge amounts of concrete needed (each ton of
concrete creates one ton of CO2!) in the foundation, the construction and mate-
rials to create new roads and even anew or modified port which can handle the
30-meter pieces of the wind-towers - imagine them trying to get something that
long up the current roads from Diakofti or Pelagia to a mountain-top west of
Logothetianika. Add to that the digging, the maintenance, the new cables to the
central Peloponnese where the high-voltage electricity has to be delivered to go
into the national grid, and, last but not least, the energy needed to clean up the
mess when the towers are obsolete mammoth rusty hulks, and the "negative-
energy" scenario might just apply to Kythera. Wouldn't that just be theicing on
the cake: the island's skyline is desecrated in the name of green energy, and the
whole fiasco actually produces more CO2 than it saves? Y ou might wonder
why the energy companies would even consider building ecologically ineffi-
cient wind-farmsin thefirst place? | can only guess, but the answer might well
be that they couldn't care less: they sell the energy produced at an exorbitant
price subsided by the Greek tax-payer, and their initial costs are subsidised by
the EU. The fat-cats at the top pocket their yearly bonuses (probably deter-
mined by how many towers they've managed to have constructed) and are long-
gone when it'stimeto clean up the mess. So if any of you are adept at the
calculation of such "equations" and are willing to crunch numbers with me,
please let me know. And by the way, if you'd like to, we'd appreciateit if you

would sign our SaveKythera Petition.

A Reminder

Kythera-Family.net is all about linking-up and informing the Great Interna-
tional Kytherian Family. In case you've forgotten, the platform was designed to
alow you al to easily upload your Kytherian-family-heritage material so your
family and cousins - no matter how distant - can share in that heritage (and you
of course can see their submissions). Pictures, stories, letters, family trees and
much much more are on the site - 14,921 of them at last count - and in 2009
there were more than sixty-thousand visitors on the site who viewed just over a
million pages of Kytherian heritage - see the stats sheet included below. If you
have some material - even just a single group photo of Kytherians from the first
50 years of last century - putting it on the site could cause ripples of elation
being felt across the globe. It's fast, easy and free and you can view the step-by-
step guide.

Once again, all of usat Kythera-Family.net wish you a wonderful year,

James Prineas
Team Leader Europe (currently in Australia)

R e R e e e T e T R e R
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The Future Skyline of Kythera?

A photo-simulation of what the
proposed 80m towers over the
seaside village of Pelagia
would look like. Corporations
have applied to build forty-two
megawatts - at least 21 towers
- right there above the road
leading up to Potamos.

You can see many more photo
simulations

at SaveKythera.comon the
"How Will it Look" page.

R R R R Ry
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NEW YEAR'S DAY DANCE

Our New Year's Day Dance on Friday 1st January, witnessed the return to a
favourite haunt of the Kytherian Association...the Crystal Lounge (formerly known as the Grand
Barclay Reception Centre and now under new management). The dance was once again a successful
evening and the kefi on the dance floor was proof of that! | am sure all the parents, grandparents,
relatives and friends of our Kytherian Dancers would have been very proud of the children’s dancing
performances as selected by our very talented dancing teacher, Joanna Tsakiridis with her assistant,
Penelope Samios. Congratulations to al the lucky prize winners (as listed below) and especially to
the winner of the gold 2010 coin, Spiro Tzannes. Kal tou xponou!

Victor Kepreotis
President

RAFFLE PRIZES:

1ST PRIZE Toshiba HDMI 26 inch LCD TV (donated by Kytherian
Association of Australia Committee, valued at $800) and won by
Paul Satouris.

2ND PRIZE St George Smallgoods Gift Voucher (donated by Nick & Kathy
Haros, valued at $300) and won by Zeljko Milanov.

3RD PRIZE Triple Volume Set (Vols 1, 2 & 3) “Greeks In Australia” by Hugh Gilchrist
(donated by Mr Angelo Notaras, valued at $200) and won by Vickie Papadakis .

4TH PRIZE Diethnes Greek Restaurant (donated by the Management - Mr & Mrs J.
Ventouris, valued at $150) and won by Michael Preneas.

5TH PRIZE Double Volume Set - Life in Australia 1916 - Greek & English - (donated by
Mr Angelo Notaras, valued at $80) and won by Effie Sophios.

6TH PRIZE Bohemia Crystal Glass Set ( donated by Chris & Stella Papachristou) and won
by Costa Antzoulatos.

7TH PRIZE Travel Hair Care Products & Babyliss Pro Mini Straightening Iron
(donated by Hairbiz, valued at $97) and won by Martha Fardouly.

8TH PRIZE Vasefrom “Psonia’ on Rocky Point Road San Souci, (donated by Maria
& Natassa Andrew, valued at $80) and won by Jim Castrissios.

LUCKY DOOR PRIZE
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1st Prize Basket of chocolates (donated by Manuel & Martha Fardoulis from Fardoulis !
Chocolates) won by Gina Satouris. i

2nd Prize Basket of liquor (donated by the Management of Crystal Lounge) won by Shirley i
Jenkins. i

3rd Prize 2 bottles of wine (donated by Spiro Coolentianos) won by Stephanie Cass. i
i
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Hellenic Institute of Byzantine and Post-Byzantine studies in Venice

The name Chryssa Maltezou may not spring to mind for many of our readers. However, as Kytheri-
ans we owe this eminent Byzantine scholar an immense debt of gratitude for the enormous work she
carried out in the mid 1970s to restore the precious Historical Archivesin Kythera.

So why am | reminding you of this? My attention was drawn to an article appearing in the Greek
language Kathimerini on-line newspaper on 20 January 2010 about rumours that appear to be doing the
rounds in Athens over the future of Professor Maltezou and the prestigious Hellenic Institute of
Byzantine and Post-Byzantine Studies in Venice which she heads.

Professor Maltezou was elected in 1998 by the University of Athens to be Director of the Institute and
has held that position ever since.

According to the newspaper, when the Institute - which relies solely on donations to fund its operations
-recently proposed its new budget, the position of Professor Maltezou as Director was not confirmed
amidst suggestions that there are people within the Greek Ministry of Foreign Affairs who wish to
change the direction and focus of the Institute and make it more of a cultural centre.

Professor Maltezou has reportedly asked for a meeting with the Greek Deputy Minister for Foreign
Affairs but so far there has been no reply athough official sources within the Ministry have stated that
there will be no change in the personnel of the Institute.

In 2006 Professor Maltezou was awarded an international prize by the Onassis Foundation in
recognition of her years of service towards the preservation and promotion of Greek history and cul-
ture, aswell asto the development of exact sciences.

The Prize was presented by the President of the Hellenic Republic Karolos Papoulias.

During her acceptance speech, Chryssa Maltezou had this to say about the Institute:

“Established in the city that has been appropriately described as practically another Byzantium, the
Institute of Byzantine and Post-Byzantine Studies is Greece' s only scientific research centre abroad.
Dedicated to the study of the past and the management of historic memory, it is also the heir to
invaluable treasures, monuments, art works, archives and documents that were created and collected
with devotion, perfect taste and energy in Saint Mark’ s city by Greek refugees after the fall of
Constantinople. If legacy, as Arnold Toynbee says, is a current bank account in which deposits and
withdrawals are continuously recorded, then the Institute in the course of its scientific progressis
steadily operating the spiritual account opened centuries ago at the cultural bank of Europe by the
Greeks who settled in the lagoon. Taking over from the formerly flourishing brotherhood of Venice, the
Institute is pursuing the dialogue initiated by the Greeks and the Venetians since the time when the city
of the doges was Byzantine.

A gateway to Greek science in Europe today, the Institute covers a very wide range of research topics,
relating in particular to the period of Venetian rule.
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During this important period of Greek history, the Greek areas under Venetian rule became a crossroads
wher e Byzantine humani st thinking was able to come in daring contact with the movementsin Renais-
sance Europe. It is precisely this phenomenon of a fertile encounter between Greek culture and Western
sources and the successful communion of Byzantine and Western tradition that the Institute is studying,
providing through its systematic research activities a better insight into the social conditions that deter-
mined Hellenism's historic evolution over time.

Even more important is the Institute’ s contribution for the preservation, conservation and management
of the cultural treasures of the Greek Diaspora and for the promotion of Byzantine and post-Byzantine
legacy. Fromitsinception until today the Institute is striving to enhance and promote the unique collec-
tion of icons, which are exhibited in its Museum, the valuable archival items, the rare books of its library
and the monumental complex on the so-called Square of the Greeks.”

The Greek Ingtitute for Byzantine and post-Byzantine studies in Veniceisamajor cultural and historic
institution that needs to be preserved. It isinternationally renowned as a research center highly respected
by the academic community. In 2003 the Institute under the direction of Professor Maltezou published
“Veneziae Cerigo” (Venice and Cerigo) being the transcript of proceedings at an international sympo-
sium held in Venice in December 2002 to discuss the Venetian influence in Kythera.

Professor Maltezou is also the author of a seminal essay on the history of the Venetian occupation of
Kytherawhich was initially published in a book of essays written in honour of the Byzantine scholar,
Peter Charanis. Both books are in the Kytherian Association Library.

As the Onassis Foundation commented when making its award to Professor Maltezou, she has written
more than 100 studies on aspects of Greek history during the Latin rule in the East, focusing on various
facets of the relations between the Byzantine and post-Byzantine world on the one hand and Venice on
the other. Her main interests focus on two areas. (@) the period of Venetian rule in Greece, the relations
of Hellenism and the West, the Greeks under Frankish and Venetian rule, during the Byzantine and post-
Byzantine period and (b) archival, palaeographic and diplomatic research.

On the basis of unpublished and largely unknown archival material that she discovered in various archi-
val collections and libraries, especially in Venice, she has studied the problems that Westerners faced
when they settled in the Mediterranean; further, the relations that devel oped between the Greeks and non
-Greeks (two-way impact, cultural exchanges) in the Byzantine and post-Byzantine periods. Moreover,
her research in the primary archival sourcesin monastery collections, libraries and archives, both in
Greece and abroad, led her to carry out systematic classification, cataloguing, publication and evaluation
of archival documentation. Kytherawas of course a primary beneficiary of that skill and determination to
preserve our archival records.

The Institute itself became operational in 1955. Situated in Venice's Campo dei Greci site, the Institute
houses a magnificent museum and library with more than 25 thousand volumes with many invaluable
books printed in Venice in the 16th to the 18th centuries as well as rare manuscripts dating back to the
13th century and tracing the history of Hellenism in Venice.

It isaso adjacent to St George's Orthodox Cathedral which is the oldest church of the Greek Orthodox
Diaspora. The church was built by famous Italian architects in the Renaissance style, after repeated
requests for a building permit by the city’s Orthodox community of Greek intellectuals and Greek
soldiers serving in the Venetian army. It formed the nucleus of a Greek community that numbered
15,000 in its heyday. It is hoped that the Hellenic Institute of Byzantine and Post-Byzantine Studies
continues to flourish under the guidance of Chryssa Maltezou and that the Kythe-
rian connection never wanes.

George Vardas
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Congratulations to John & Chrisanthe Comino of Artarmon on the birth of
their first child, Leo John (Elias). Leo isthe second grandchild for Leo &

Doula Comino of Eastwood and the fourth grandson for Jim & Elpida Makris
of Hunters Hill. We wish the new family al the very best in the future.
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Christenings

I Congratulations to Jason & Vicki
Gomes of Sans Souci on the
Christening of their daughter, Irene
(Emelia).

I Proud grandparents are Stavros &
Irene Calligeros of Dubbo and José

I & Maria Gomes of Wollongong.
The Christening was held at Panayia
Myrtithiotissa, Kogarah followed by
abeautiful reception at the Botany
Bay Seafood Restaurant, Brighton.

The very proud
Godmother is

I Marianna Giaouris.
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KYTHERA INCLUDED IN KTIMATOLOGIO (NATIONAL LAND REGISTRY)

| am indebted to John Tripidakis for advising the Kytherian Association that on 12 January 2010 the Greek Government issued a formal
announcement including Kytherain the latest roll-out of the Ktimatolgio or new National Land Registry.

Extracts of the official announcement issued by the Ministry of the Environment, Energy and Climate Change are reproduced below as they
apply to the idand:

H Yroupyog MepipdAovrog, Evepyeias kar KAjuatikric AAayric unsypawe orjugpa duo anopacers.
A. Knpuooer uno KTnuaroypdnorn Tig EVaroueivaoes NEPIOXES ¢ ATTIKIIG.
B. AvariBevrai oo «KtnuaroAdyio A.E.» o1 epyaociec kardpTions daoikoU XdpTn KaTorv dlaywVIopwV, OTIG Uno KTHHATOypd@non nePIOXES Tr¢ ATTIKIIG.
ET01 Lnaivouv ol BACEIC yid TNV oUoIdoTIKI] PooTacia Twv daowV TrN¢ MPWTEVOUTAS TOOO ario KaTtanarrioelc 000 Kai aro TV aubaipeTn dounorn.
KATAANOIOZz T2N Y10 KTHMATOIPA®HZEH ITEPIOX2N
1. Torko diauepiopa APQNIAAIKQN Tou Arjuou KYOHPRN tou Nowou ATTIKHS
2. Tomiko diauepioua KAPABA Tou Arjiou KYOHPSN Tou Nopou ATTIKHS
3. Tomiko diauepioua KAPBOYNAASN tou Arjuou KYOHPRN tou Nopou ATTIKHE
4. Toruko diauepiopia KONTONIANIKQN Tou Arjpou KYOHPRN Ttou Nopou ATTIKHE
5. Torko oiauepiopa KYOHPRN Tou Arjuou KYOHPQN tou Nopou ATTIKHE

6.  Toriko diauepiopa NIBAAIOY Tou Arjuiou KYOHPRN Tou Nopou ATTIKHE

7. Torko oiauepiopa NOFOBETIANIKQN Tou Arjuou KYOHPSQN Tou Nopou ATTIKHE
8. Tomko diauepiopa MHTATRN Tou Arjuou KYOHPRN Tou Nopou ATTIKHE
9. Torko diguepiopa MYAOTTIOTAMOY Tou Arjuou KYOHPQN tou Nowou ATTIKHE

10. Torko diauepiopa MYPTIAIRN tou Arjuou KYOHPRN Tou Nopou ATTIKHE
11. Torko diauepioua NMOTAMOY Tou Arjuou KYOHPRN Ttou Nopou ATTIKHE
12, Torko diguepiopa ®PATSIQN tou Arjuou KYOHPRN tou Nopou ATTIKHS

13, Torko diauepioua OPINTKIANIKQN Tou Arjuou KYOHPRN Tou Nopou ATTIKHS

Asyou can see, the Government has included the communities of Aroniadika, Karavas, Karvounades, Kondolianika, Kythera (Hora),
Livadi, Logothetianika, Mitata, Milopotamos, Myrtidia, Potamos, Fratsia and Friligianika as part of the Land Registry.

The announcement also declares that forest maps will also be assigned to the Land Registry and in this way the foundations will be laid for
the effective protection of forests and the detection and prosecution of illegal constructions.

In the past the Government has allowed expatriates six (6) months from the date of proclamation to submit their paperwork.

John Tripidakis, alawyer with experience in this area and who is now practising in Sydney, believes that expatriates (including
Kytherians) will be given more timein which to lodge. However, he stresses that landowners should start getting their documentation
together now to order to perfect their Titles and to bring them under their names and have them registered promptly at the Ktimatologio.
We will provide more information in the next Kytherian newsletter as to what you have to do. There isalso awebsite at
www.ktimatologio.gr For now, you should start gathering any documents, plans, deeds, photos and other records which you have in
relation to land holdings on Kythera. For those who are not sure as to what they need to do, John hasindicated that he can assist
professionally in the preparation and lodgement of the ktimatologio return. He can be contacted on 0402 751 102.

George Vardas
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LIFE AS A KYTHERIAN - BACK IN THE DAY .

As we farewell 2009, we also say goodbye to some of our beloved Kytherians; treasured friends and

relatives who played such an important part in our lives. | only remember the faces of loved ones as they were
S0 many years ago, not thinking of the years which have passed since I last saw them. Receiving the sad news
and seeing the tributes often leave me devastated as | realise that another chapter of my life has closed and |
want so badly not to accept the passing of yet another loved one.

So | turn to my journal that was written as a young girl, where I find memories which have eluded me for so
many years. Life was so different in Kythera compared to that in Australia. The glamour of an Australian
wedding was just one example. | was a bridesmaid so often with such beautiful dresses, shoes, hairdressers and
photographers. Such elaborate preparations, followed by a gathering of great splendour. What a stark contrast
to the wedding on Kythera that I attended, devoid of all such magnificence.

How I recall a wedding that we were to attend. We went to see the bride who had walked from her home to visit
her groom. I could not understand why she would do this, as | had always known it to be considered bad luck to
see your husband-to- be before the service. Yet, she had her photographs taken by the local photographer, then
returned to her home, before setting out in a car to go to the Church for the ceremony. The streets were

lined with locals, as we waved and smiled, laughing with pleasure as we were thought to be part of the wedding
party. We then followed the bride in another car. During the service, there was no fancy silver goblet to sip the
wine from, only a beer mug. This did not detract from the reason we all stood in the Church though, as the ser-
vice was to celebrate the union of two people so in love and wishing to start their life together.

Christmas was approaching and again, the difference between life in Kythera and life in Australia was so evi-
dent. The baking of the Christmas cakes was unchanged, however. My mother always baked several cakes with
a coin inside, walnuts making a cross on the cake when it was ready for baking. How exciting it was for the
person who found the hidden coin! She also baked Christmas cakes for close family members and

friends. Christmas was always celebrated by Kytherian standards and | was totally unaware of the Australian
way of celebrating this festive season. Christmas trees and decorations were so different from anything I ever
knew. For me, Christmas meant waking to find a small gift on a chair in the lounge room and then the cooking
began for a large family meal. It was always exciting as | was given a new dress with new shoes and socks.
Church services were an important part of the day also, as we observed the true meaning of this Holy day.
Church services in Australia, enabled us to meet with so many friends and relatives whom we may not have seen
due to daily life activities. It was such a highlight of my day, as everyone gathered after the service and greetings
were exchanged before we faced the obstacles of returning home to continue with the elaborate meal awaiting
us. My father, always aware of the difficulty we faced in finding transport to return home, would arrange for a
hire car to be waiting for us with a chauffeur, thus avoiding the crowds all endeavouring to return to their
homes to continue with Christmas festivities.

In Kythera, Christmas day arrived and we awoke to the Church bells tolling, as they rang in sorrow announcing
the passing of a much loved member of our village. She was such a beautiful woman who suffered a

stroke at 11pm the night before, aged just 57 years old. The sad irony that her sister had passed two years previ-
ously, of a stroke at the same age, was not overlooked as people gathered to speak of this tragedy.

The difference of the impact of such a sad time was something I could not understand. The funeral was held that
same day, Christmas Day. When evening arrived, the locals came together, eating, dancing and singing. My only
understanding of this behaviour was that her life was being celebrated and the sadness of the occasion was not
to be seen as such. However, | still could not understand festivities at such a time of sadness. | recall singing and
laughing along with everyone who had come together at our koumbaro’s home. I still was unable to under-
stand that at a time of such sadness, festivities continued, not affected by the sadness to which we had woken. No
mention was made of the loss of such a loved member of our community, causing me to question myself as to
why this was so. | did not raise the issue with the adults, as being a child of strict Kytherian ways; it was not
acceptable to do so.

Life continued in Louradianika. It was a difficult time for a young teenager; the rain keeping me inside, in-
stead of spending my time doing what I loved most... hunting. The rain continued and | awoke one night as my
father was emptying buckets of water as it came into the house. | had counted 15 buckets of water emptied

by him.

When the rain eased, I chose to attempt to go for a ride on a donkey alone. Even though | managed, the donkey,
having a mind of its own, ignored all my commands. This caused me to think that, in future, I should wait for
an adult to accompany me.
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Sadness tinged the quiet island life again however, with the news that a gentleman, not known to anyone in our
village, nor surrounding villages, had removed his hat and boots and jumped to his death in a river, that had
swelled with the constant rain. My thoughts went out to this poor soul as | pondered what could have caused him
to take his life in this manner? Out of respect and compassion for his family, the tragedy was kept as quiet as
possible. Once again, such tragedy was introduced to me at an early stage of my life.

Life did not stop, despite such sad times in our lives. My sister and | decided to change the furniture in the
lounge room the following day, going to the extreme lengths of cutting the legs off the wooden couch where |
slept, making the room more cozy. Anything to relieve the boredom.

When the rain stopped, | went hunting and returned with 6 birds for my grandmother. How she enjoyed it when
I returned from a successful hunt with so many. How | looked forward to walking the island, looking for the
birds which were such an important part of the family source of food. I felt great pleasure as I set out alone, of-
ten accompanied by the family dog, appreciating the fresh air and the quiet which | had grown to love.

My thoughts often turned back to so many happenings in my young life, at times struggling to understand what |
had heard and witnessed. However, with no answers given, it allowed me the opportunity to ponder the circum-
stances, so fresh in my mind, while knowing that it was unacceptable to speak of them to the adults. | was left to
my own thoughts and | found myself turning to my talks with my grandfather, remembering his many wise
words. | would return from these walks, not only with a bounty of birds, but also with some clarity for the many
questions which | was searching answers for.

During our stay at Louradianika, | found peace by going to our Church to light a candle once in the morning
and again in the late afternoon, finding such peace in this humble but beautiful Church. This was done by choice,
not by being told that it was correct to do so. | was young and experienced so much, turning to the peace of the
Church to search for the elusive answers to my many thoughts.

Church services were to be held at my grandfather’s Church for the day of Agios Giorgios; the Church was ap-
propriately named Agios Giorgios. My father and | went into the fields and picked yellow daffodils to decorate
the Church for the services which would be officiated by my grandfather. How proud I was as | stood quietly
while he conducted the services, starting at 8 am and ending at 10.45 am, with my father singing the hymns. The
opening of the bottles of wine followed the services as everyone came to our humble home to celebrate as | was
told that it was tradition to do so.

My father liked us to walk the island as one could not expect to always be driven. He informed us one day that
we were going to walk over the hills from Louradianika to Hora. Such a long way was not something I looked
forward to, so when we were late in departing, he changed his mind and much to my relief, we went by car.
Many times however, we did walk, seeing the splendour and simplicity of this beautiful island. My grandfather
would at times walk from Livadi to Hora, showing such stamina. How | appreciate my father’s wishes now, as |
remember the beauty of Kythera, with its rolling green hills and experiencing the many sights, such as the large
olive groves and the small Churches dotting the landscape with the occasional Monastery. He showed us what
would not have been seen if we had travelled by car along the narrow roads. The caves of Agia Sophia were not
accessible by road back then and so such beauty would have been overlooked.

My mother’s Name Day was to be celebrated as we did every year in our home in Australia. The cooking and
preparations had been accomplished in this humble kitchen. We were ready for the many guests who came con-
tinuously during the day to wish my mother “hronia polla”, enjoying the delicacies which had been prepared
earlier, giving our home such a festive feeling. Hospitality was always present as we visited many homes and with
each visit, we were offered such delicacies. However, we could not manage to continue eating the food which our
hosts offered us. My sister and | would discreetly put whatever we could not eat into handkerchiefs and have it
later when we returned home. We would never consider not accepting what was offered by the hostess, as this
would be seen as a slight.

As | look back to those days that were filled with so many memories, happy times intermingled with times of sad-
ness. | think of life as a ledger, where we write our expenses of what goes out and what comes in. However, it is a
ledger that records blessings received and they far outweigh what is outgoing. The people who have enriched my
life, and memories which will stay with me for ever. To all my fellow Kytherians, | wish you “Hronia Polla” for
2010 and may your lives be filled with blessings and good health.

Maria of Louradianika.

Maria (Marcellos) Whyte
4 Trinity Crescent.,

Sippy Downs QIld. 4556
maria.wwhyte@gmail.com
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Please forward any items you wish to be included in our Newsletter to

The EDITOR

PO Box A203
SYDNEY SOUTH
NSW 1235

Or

kaanewsletter@optusnet.com.au

Please Note: Those submitting articles to this Newsletter are advised that these articles may appear on
the Kythera-Family.net website.

The deadline for articles is the 18th of each month.
Printing in colour requires an extra 10 days at the printers.
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CULTURAL ARCHIVE
WEBSITE FOR KYTHERA

Kythera-Family.net
http://www.kythera-family.net

Donations can be sent directly to:

The Treasurer
Kytherian Association of Australia

PO Box A203
Sydney South NSW 1235
A 4l Cheques should be made out to:
. Kytherian Association of Australia -
4 A Kythera Family Website Account

More information about sponsorship can

INSTITUTE OF KYTHERAISMOS also be obtained by contacting:
4th International Symposium of Kytheraismos ©
to be held in Kytheroupolis (Alimos) Attiki George C Poulos
10-12 September 2010 Ph: 02 9388 8320

Email: transoz@bigpond.net.au

@

@,
I Angelo Notaras
H Ph: 02 9810 0194

A ©

“’Kytherian and Philo-Kytherian Youth all over the
world:
Childhood dreams, Youthful aspirations, High-level
achievements”™”
(The visions of our new generation
lead to the generation of our visions)

GREEK DANCING CLASSES 2010
FRIDAYS 5th FEBRUARY - 26th MARCH 2010

(TERM 1)
Matraville High School Cnr Anzac Pde & Franklin Sts, Matraville.
I nfants 7.00pm-7.45pm
Primary 7.45pm-8.30pm
Junior High School 8.30pm-9.15pm
Senior Group 9.15pm-10.15pm

Please note that all need to have current membership of the Kytherian
Association of Australiato attend classes. For more details, please contact Kathy Samios
on 93491849 or Esther Calligeros on 93440298.

ul
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Kytherian Association of Australia’s monthly newsletter is supported by:

Located at the
Brain & Mind Research Institute
Clinical Centre

(A centre within
The University of Sydney)

www.kidsandteens.com.au

The Kids and Teens Group are a compassionate and skilled
team that value the application of current psychological
research in delivering high quality mental health services to
children, adolescents, parents and educators. Contact Intern
Psychologist Yana Belogiannis (0415 451 450)

or yana@kidsandteens.com.au

PTY LTD

OR ALL YOUR COMPUTER NEEDS

W\H

20 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Specialising in:-
*OFFICE & HOME SYSTEMS * NETWORKING
*INTERNET * REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

GEORGE GIAOURIS

m 0417 970 500

e: george@csmcomputers.com.au
W: Www.csmcomputers.com.au

FOR ALL YOUR LIQUOR NEEDS
GREYSTANES CELLARS
FREE DELIVERY SYDNEY METRO

(Conditions Apply)

SPECIAL RATES for
KYTHERIAN ASSOCIATION
MEMBERS—9361 4416

We need your support!!
Contact a committee member or the editor to place your advertisement here.

magine
a neighbour with
endless capabilities...

Just around the corner you will find Pegasus Print Group. A printing company

with the widest range of products and services to fulfill your next promotion

or advertising campaign. From design to print, digital and traditional offset, we have
a printing solution to fit all budgets. We can even help you reach your customers

more effectively with our print and mail service.

To learn more, please telephone 8822 0600 to speak with one of our representatives.

Telephone 02 8820 0526
Email info@pegasusprintgroup.com.au
Www.pegasusprintgroup.com.au

Australia's own print group.





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [419.528 595.276]
>> setpagedevice


