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Special Feature

By Ann Coward

The third of June, 2005, marked the end of
an era in the history of Greeks in Australia,
with the sudden and unexpected death of
Queensland’s Honorary Consul-General for
Greece, Mr Alex Freeleagus. It also brought
to a close an amazing history of service by a
father and son, Christy Freeleagus and Alex
Freeleagus. For over 90 years the two men,
each in his own fashion, served the Australian
Greek community, especially in Queensland.

Christy, born in Kythera and having migrat-
ed to Australia in 1901, was appointed to the
consulate in 1919. (He had earlier acted as
Consul in 1916 for a brief period of time.)
Historian Denis Conomos, in his book, “The
Greeks in Queensland: A History from 1859—
19457, outlines the role Christy played in the
years that were to see the building of the
South Brisbane Church of St. George, and the
consolidation of the Greek community in
Brisbane. Conomos also describes the profes-
sionalism and tireless determination with
which Christy approached his consular role,
in forging very real and fruitful links between
Greeks and Australia (to the benefit of both).
For his services to Greece, Christy was
awarded the Silver Cross by royal decree of
King George I in 1940.

Christy’s son, Alexander, was to follow in

his father’s footsteps, and from 1951 (when
first appointed as Vice-Consul, taking over
the consular role after the death of his father
in 1957}, until his untimely death this year,
proved his worthiness for the position. Born
in Australia, and educated as a lawyer, Alex
was, according to Denis Conomos, able to
move between all levels of society. He was
renowned for his approachability, whether
dealing with politicians, public servants, or
defence personnel at the highest levels, or
with any other member of the community.

Both father and son saw themselves as
belonging to not only the Greek community,
but also to the wider Australian community. A
major and important part of Alex’ life was
devoted, for example, to service in the Air
Force Reserve. For his services to the country
and the comumunity, Alex received many
awards, including an AQ, a CBE and the Gold
Crosses of the Patriarchates of Jerusalem and
Constantinople.

Alex Feeleagus, who was the longest serv-
ing Honorary Consul for Greece, not only of
Queensland and Australia, but of any country,
was a truly dedicated and greatly respected
mar, and will be sadly missed.

The Vema would like to thank Alex’ sister,
Mrs Rene Nicolaides, also Mr Bico
Athanasas, and Mr Denis Conomos, for assis-
tance with information and photographs.

SPECIAL QLD TRIBUTE
Bridging two cultures and two homelands

Alexander Christy Freeleagus AQ CBE RFD AE DUniv
1928 - 2005

Brisbane: 1000's attend funeral of Alex Freeleagus, Greece 's envoy
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Organising committee for the Greek Community picnic, Brisbane, 1912.
Christy Freeleagus is second from the left, back row.

e ) R ”“

Dedication of the site of the new Greek Orthodox Church of St George, Charlotte St.,
Brisbane on 28 October, 1928. Christy Freeleagus is on Fr. Elias Kotiadis® left.

Cast and special guests at a Variety
. - : Concert held by the Greek Community
o at Hellenic House, Charlotte St., Bris-
The Freeleagus family, Kythera, 1922. Christy is on the right end, bane in about 1937. Christy Freelea-
back row. : gus is second from the left, front row.

The choir of St George's Church,
Sounded by Christy Freeleagus.
Photo taken, 17 July, 1933,

Christy Freeleagus, while serving in the Greek army, 1921,
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Back Row: L to R:Emmanuel Castrisos, Dennis Conomaos, Archie Defiervs.
Second Row: L to R: Nicholas Tsikleas, Alex Freeleagus, Florence Venery, Jim Logos,
Dernetre Diacaris. Front Row: L to R: Helen Koocooles, Spiro Dragano, Archi-
madrite Chrysostomos Boyazogly, Jim Koocooles, A. Kalaf

Alex Freeleagus with His Eminence, Archbishop Stylianos.

RIGHT...
Battle of Crete celebrations,

with the Hellenic Chief of the Com-
bined Forces in attendance.

Mr Alex Freeleagus, flanked by
members of the Greek Presidential
Guard, on the balcony of the Greek
Othodox Church of St. George, J

Sth Brisbane, early 1990s. | —

LEFT: Alex Frecleagus delivering a vote of thanks to Dr Stavros Vlizos of the
Benali Museum, at the Greek Club, May, 2005.

Wing Commander Alex Freeleagus takes the salute af the
Shrine of Remembrance during the Laying of Wreaths of the
Greek Community during Anzac Day celebrations.

Alex Freeleagus with a visiting Senior Member of the Hellenic General Staff for the Commemorations of

the Battle of Crete. With them are members of the 6th Australian Division AIF who fought in the Cam- _,_ w

paign. The lady sitting in the back row is Mrs Aspasia Papoutsakis, who received the Medal on behalf of — : 2 . .

her deceased Husband, Dimitrios Papoutsakis. Mrs Papoutsakis is the mother of Rev. Father George Alex Freeleagus with residents of St Nicholas Nursing Home on
FPapouisakis (Parish of St Paraskevi, Taigum, Brisbane) Easter Sunday in the 1980




