Cost-shifting the bane
of local government

Shane Jacobson and Paul Hogan admire Bingara’s Roxy Theatre.

Greek heritage preserved at
Bingara’s famous Roxy Theatre
After years of planning and fundraising the vision
of the Roxy Greek Museum is finally coming to fruition as the installation of the museum commenced
last week in the downstairs wing of the Roxy Theatre,
heralding the final chapter in the building’s magnificent return to glory.
Made possible by a $94,000 grant from the New
South Wales ministry for Arts and several substantial
donations from the Greek Australian Community. the
Museum will be officially opened on Saturday, of April
5, by Her Excellency, Professor Marie Bashir AC CVO,
Governor of New South Wales with an opening as
grand as the Roxy itself.
As part of the two-day event there will be guided
tours of the museum, movie screenings in the beauti-
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ful Roxy theatre, talks by special guests and antique
car displays.
The highlight of the weekend will be the Gala dinner held on the Saturday evening.
Bringing the glamour of the 1930s back to Bingara,
the dinner will be an unforgettable evening of Greek
feasting and festivity under the stars.
Guests will be invited to dance the night away to
the live band Ha Va Le, one of the best Greek party
bands performing in the country.
No Greek celebration would be complete without
the smashing of plates, and the Gala Ball will be no
exception.
The festivities continue on the Sunday with stalls
and the launch of the Greek Immigration Olive Grove
which will be marked by a tree planting ceremony
held on Cunningham Street near the Roxy Café.
The olive trees will be planted in recognition of
Greek Immigration to Australia.
Local community members and visitors will have
the opportunity to pay tribute to a Greek family or
friend who has made the journey to Australia by purchasing an olive tree for $100.
Participants are then required to provide a name
and a brief description about them, which will appear
on the Greek Museum website, and a tree will then be
planted in tribute.
The first tree planted as part of the launch will be
dedicated to the three Greek men who built the Roxy
Theatre in 1936 – Emanuel Aroney, Peter Feros and
George Psaltis.
Peter Prineas, the grandson of Peter Feros and the
Greek museum curator, will plant the tree in their
honour.
Six of the trees will be planted on Cunningham
Street with the remainder of the trees to be planted at
The Living Classroom.
The Roxy Museum is dedicated to the history of
Greek settlement in country Australia.
It is envisioned the museum will become a place of
national significance that conserves and protects the
important cultural associations between people and
place.
It will pay tribute to the remarkable legacy of
the Greek café and cinema operators to ensure the
impact they made on the daily lives of hundreds of
thousands of people is not forgotten.
“The Greek Australian community is passionate
about the Roxy because it is a living and working
memorial to every Greek Australian who has migrated
to Australia since 1817,” George Poulos, Roxy Greek
Museum Committee and Secretary of the Kytherian
Association of Australia, said.
“Eventually it will become a place of pilgrimage for
every Greek in Australia and inevitably the world,” he
added.
For more information or tickets to the event please
call the Bingara Visitor Information Centre on (02)
6724 0066 or visit the Roxy website http://www.roxybingara.com.au/museum-opening/ or for interview
opportunities and photos please contact Georgia
Standerwick on 0409 901 540.

By Gary Coxhead.
Deputy Mayor and Chair of Liverpool Plains Shire Council’s (LPSC)
Economic Development Committee,
Councillor Andrew Hope, said he is
not surprised that Local Government
NSW’s (LGNSW) recent survey on
cost-shifting – by the NSW and Australian Governments – has found it is
continuing to rise.
Cr Hope said this cost-shifting conservatively cost LPSC about $725,308
in 2011/12 or 3.71 per cent as a proportion of total income.
“It is time for ratepayers to clearly
tell their State and Federal members
that enough is enough,” Cr Hope
said.
“Successive State Governments
have restricted councils’ ability to
increase their rates to realistic levels,
through an unrealistic rate-cap which
often even falls short of the CPI,
while transferring more and more
responsibilities upon Local Government (LG).
“Cost-shifting steals away money
that council should be able to spend
on local, grassroots services,” Cr
Hope added.
“Cost-shifting describes a situation where the responsibility for,
or merely the costs of, providing a
certain service, concession, asset
or regulatory function are ‘shifted’
from a higher sphere of government
on to a lower sphere of government
without the provision of corresponding funding or the conferral of corresponding and adequate revenue
raising capacity.
“They do this by transferring
responsibility to LG for funding a
certain service or function, including concessions and rebates, where
the responsibility for funding lies
with other spheres of government;
where Local Government agrees to
provide a service/function on behalf
of another sphere of government but
funding is subsequently reduced or
stopped and for whatever reason,
another sphere of government ceases
to provide or provides insufficient
levels of a service/function it is
responsible for and Local Government steps in because of community
demand for the service/function,”
he said.
“Contributions to Fire and Rescue
NSW, NSW Rural Fire Services and
NSW State Emergency Service, lack of
adequate funding for public libraries
and the failure to reimburse councils
for mandatory pensioner rebates, are
major examples.
“Councils are not given sufficient
financial resources for their responsibilities to assess development applications, regulate companion animals,
manage contaminated land, control
noxious weed, manage flood controls, or administer environmental
regulation,” he continued.
Councillor Hope said the scale of
the problem was highlighted when
across LG in NSW cost-shifting has
risen from approximately $380 million in 2005/06, to approximately
$582 million in 2011/12.
“Only a relatively small portion of
this cost-shifting is due to the Federal
Government in areas such as immi-

gration and citizenship and shortfalls
in funding for flood mitigation programs and community and human
services.
“However, the State Government
has cost-shifted with things like
sewerage treatment system licence
fees, waste management site licence
fees, the loss of revenue from crown
reserve land under council management and the transfer of some
responsibilities in relation to roads.
“The list just goes on and on, even
things like councils having to install
CCTV for crime prevention when
clearly law and order are State Government responsibilities,” he said.
“Sooner or later something will
have to give and services will have to
be reviewed because other spheres of
government are cutting into the limited finance council has to provide its
responsibilities through this escalating cost-shifting.
“LPSC certainly wants to direct its
limited resources to the local services
residents continually highlight they
aspire to in council surveys, not see
higher levels of Government siphon
it off through their own mismanagement,” Cr Hope concluded.
Meanwhile, still in the Liverpool
Plains Shire Councillor Andrew
Hope said many local farmers may
be interested in and benefit from
Drought Reach, a NSW wide, tailored
project developed and funded by the
NSW Government, to up-skill and
empower the NSW Agriculture workforce with learning and knowledge
building focused on drought, drought
preparation, sustainability, climate
change, financial and farm management, future proofing and more.
“Details of this program were sent
to council with great endorsement
by people in the agricultural industry
and it looks to be very comprehensive providing flexible training in
knowledge, skills and recognition
to help to prepare for and manage
drought. It uses a mix of delivery
methods from workshops, to field
days and on-line studies,” Cr Hope
said.
The program, being co-ordinated
by TAFE New England starts on April
7.
“I have a flyer on this program
and if anyone emails me at andrew@
countrymilesigns.com.au I can flick it
to them,” he added.
“LPSC encourages innovation and
knowledge as key tools in ensuring
our world class farming enterprises
remain viable and cutting edge.
Recent developments indicate that
gaining drought assistance from
Government will become harder
and harder and that skills to manage
longer and more intense dry periods will be even more vital into the
future,” Councillor Hope concluded.
For more information contact Phil
Pamment- Head Teacher TAFE New
England phone (02) 6773 7111, Phil.
Pamment@det.nsw.edu.au or Alison
Dundon/ Greg Poetschka/Lauren
Zell – State Training Service– NSW
Government phone (02) 6755 5099 or
Charles Impey- Rural Skills Australia
phone 0419 496 876, nsw.eta@ruralskills.com.au.
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