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T HROW yourself back to
1926.
Joan Sutherland (the

late opera diva Dame Joan) is
born. So too is Jack Brabham
(later knighted for his motor
racing exploits).
South Sydney Rabbitohs
defeat University to win the
NSW Rugby League premier-
ship, a horse called Spearfelt
lands a colossal betting
plunge to win one of the most
controversial Melbourne
Cups on record, and back in
the Clarence Valley, Cyllene
Laddie, ridden by T Farthing,
takes the Grafton Cup.
The cup carnival aside,
Grafton was at the centre of
attention as Mayor WT Robin-
son officially raised the cur-
tain on the new Saraton
Theatre on July 17.
Alderman Robinson told an
excited crowd at the opening
that Notaras family members
were to be applauded for
providing the entertainment
centre.
He said the occasion only
went to show there were at
least some men in the district
who appreciated its value
and were prepared to put in
all they could to make Graf-

ton a better place in which to
live.
“I hope it will be an ex-
ample to many others who
were reluctant to spend their
money on progressive ven-
tures to make this part of the

state more attractive from the
point of view of up-to-date
institutions,” the mayor said.
Big screens everywhere
were showing enthralling
movies featuring the Holly-
wood stars of the time –
including the swashbuckling
Douglas Fairbanks, the sultry
Greta Garbo, heart-throb
Rudolph Valentino and the
sweet Mary Pickford.
For a time in the ’30s fire

damage brought the curtain
down on the screening of

movies. Instead, the Saraton
was home to dances, con-
certs and social functions.
The Notaras family bit the
bullet in 1940 and had the
interior completely remo-
delled to produce what was
described at the time as “an
ultra-modern luxury theatre
on the lines of the metropol-
itan picture shows”.
The fact World War II had

broken out just 10 months
before was not lost on Coun-
try Party founder and briefly

LIGHTS, CAMERAS
Ahead of its grand reopening onNovember 23, we look back at

School children line up for the opening of the Saraton Theatre in 1926.

Paint contractor Bruce Bowling puts an extra coat on the fa-
cade of the Saraton Theatre ceiling. Work on the heritage
building is continuing.

‘‘I hope it will bean example to
many others who
were reluctant to
spend their
money on
progressive

ventures to make
this part of the
state more
attractive from
the point of view
of up-to-date
institutions

By IAN THOMSON
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ples of winning wars was to
keep up the spirit of the
people.
“Men and women are

better able to work hard and
continuously if they are en-
tertained,” he said. “I am sure
that in these times we will
think clearly, work better,

Prime Minister, Sir Earle
Christmas Grafton Page, who
had the job of opening the
magnificent new cinema
complex.
He emphasised the impor-
tance of providing entertain-
ment in times of conflict,
saying one of the three princi-

plan straighter if we mix work
with amusement, and there-
fore I am glad to open this
place of entertainment.”
Sir Earle Page’s comments,

made the day before the
Battle of Britain began, flew
in the face of calls by patriot-
ic conservatives to close

down theatres and cinemas,
claiming they did not contri-
bute to the war effort.
Records show Grafton and

South Grafton had, at some
period, at least seven
theatres that were being
individually used for the
showing of movies.

According to the Heritage
Council, only the Saraton
Theatre remains as represen-
tative and symbolic of a time
when attending a picture
theatre was the principal
passive recreational activity
of the general population.

& PLENTY OF ACTION
the Saraton Theatre’s history and the special place it holds in our hearts

The Saraton Theatre in 1939.

Builder Robert Wilson works on the newly-laid concrete slab for the additional theatres at the rear of the
Saraton site.

Workers stand on the original brickwork of the
Saraton Theatre in 1926.

One of the new cinemas under construction at
the Saraton Theatre complex.

BROUGHTTOYOUBY—THEDAILY EXAMINER
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H ammering 9800 nails
into the tallowwood
floors and installing 40

kilometres of electrical wiring
was all part of the job for
Grafton builder Bill Norton and
his team of sub-contractors
during the painstaking resto-
ration of the Saraton Theatre.
It was, as they say, a labour
of love.
Angelo and Spiro Notaras
knew exactly what they want-
ed.
Norton was given his riding
instructions as building super-
visor and work began in March
2008.

Two and a half years later,
the finished product was
unveiled and the champagne
corks were popping.

The Saraton, Grafton’s
grand old matriarch of enter-
tainment at 95 Prince Street,
had undergone a $6 million
facelift and was back in show
business.
“It was a demanding and
challenging job,” Norton says.
“The Notaras brothers are

sticklers for detail. It was my
last job before retiring after 47
years in the game, so I wanted
to get it right.
“I think the biggest chal-

lenge was restoration work on
the main theatre’s ceiling. It’s
eight metres high, so we had
to call in cherry-pickers to
reach it.”
Getting the right materials

to work with wasn’t really a
problem for him.
His mate of 45 years, Spiro

Notaras, looked after that
through his timber mill in
South Grafton.
“It was a very interesting
job,” Norton reflects.
“There’s no doubt it was a
challenge, but I love a chal-
lenge. It was also very reward-
ing because Spiro and Angelo
were happy, the Heritage
Council architect was happy
and Lloydy (Bill’s assistant
Lloyd See) and I were happy.
“I’ve been involved in many

projects spanning close to half
a century, but the Saraton
restoration and refurbishment

is at the top of the list as far
as I’m concerned.”
Norton said that as far as

the public was concerned,
there were no negative com-
ments.
“Many people told me they

were impressed with the job
and many others said they
couldn’t wait for the Saraton
to re-open,” he said. “I didn’t
hear any grumbling. I’m happy
and proud to have been asso-
ciated with the project.”

LABOUR
OF
LOVE
DONE
Bill wanted
to get it right

TOP JOB: Bill Norton is proud
of his work in returning the
Saraton to its former glory.

Picture:
ADAM HOURIGAN‘‘There’s nodoubt it was a

challenge, but I
love a challenge.
It was also very
rewarding.

– Bill Norton

By IAN THOMSON
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CIVIL AND STRUCTURAL CONSULTING ENGINEERS

17 Webbers Arcade – 133 Prince Street, Grafton Phone (02) 6643 2116

• Slab, Footings, Tie Down & Bracing
• Structural Steel and Concrete Members
• Tiltup panel Design
• Storm water Management
• Roads & Subdivisions
• Vehicle Turning Paths

McKenzie Burridge & Associates
Pty Ltd Are proud to be
associated with the re-development
Of the Saraton Theatre Complex
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CongratulationsToNotaras Entertainment

You blazed a long and arduous trail.May you be richly rewarded
From the team atL.J. Hooker Grafton

14 PRINCE STREET GRAFTON 02 66414000
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W J AND C F NORTON – GRAFTON
Professionally

Built
Homes

Renovations
Alterations
Commercial

Proud Contractors and
Supervisors for the
Notaras Family on
The building and the
Re-furbishing of the
Saraton Theatres

Phone 0418 660 158
3549434aa

T HE Notaras’ story is one of
good fortune gained
through perseverance and

imagination.
Now a well-known name in the
Clarence Valley, their Australian
story began when Lambrinos
Notaras was a young father of
five, living on the island of Kyth-
era in Greece.
When a letter arrived from

Sydney in 1895 with the offer of
work and accommodation for any
young Kytherian man willing to
make his way to Australia, by
chance it fell into the hands of
Lambrinos who then embraced
the opportunity.
Leaving his family behind,
Lambrinos arrived in Sydney in
1900 and gained experience
working in a restaurant. Before
making his way to Grafton (in
1903) he made arrangements for
two of his sons, Ioannis (Jack)
and Anthony (Tony) to join him
and together they opened a cafe
on Prince Street, known as The

Marble Bar in 1909, which re-
mained a successful enterprise
until it finally sold in 1956.
In 1912, Lambrinos returned to
his homeland, never to return to
Australia and leaving behind his
sons to continue running two
successful businesses.
The brothers formed a part-
nership which prospered and in
1925 they made the decision to
commission and build a theatre
which would quickly become the
social hub of the region.
First opening in 1926, the
Saraton is a fine legacy for their
efforts and vision.
Angelo Notaras, one of Lambri-

nos’ many grandchildren, is all
too aware of the privileges he
and his family enjoyed thanks to
his grandfather’s decision to
immigrate to Australia.
“We were very lucky people,”

he said, while recounting his
childhood in Grafton and the
opportunities he had inherited as
a result of his family’s hard work
and choices.
“We had a most wonderful life.

Amazing. My twin brother Mitch-
ell and I lived a Mark Twain exis-
tence growing up on the Clarence
River. We had a lot of fun.”
Angelo remembers his father

and uncle as both hard-working
and fair.
“They always taught us to

consider other people’s point of
view,” he said. “They were very
civic minded and involved with
the community and they were
both renowned for fishing; they
knew every spot between Iluka
and Woolgoolga.”
Both men were also well

known as extremely good bow-
lers, each winning state titles.
“As businessmen, they were in

partnership for more than 50
years,” he said, adding that this
family tradition has been conti-
nued in his own generation.
“I have worked with my brother

John for more than 50 years,
similarly Spiro with his late broth-
er Brinos.”
Clearly, three family part-
nerships stood the test of time.

This was a well-used reproduced photo in many ethnic
books circa 1911-12, with Anthony on the far right, Jack
centre (tallest) and grandfather Lambrinos on the far
left. The photograph was taken in front of the Marble
Bar, 87 Prince Street, Grafton.

ALL IN THE FAMILY
By KATE MATTHEWS

BROUGHTTOYOUBY—THEDAILY EXAMINER
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John Wright Plumbers & Suppliers
Pty Ltd

“CONGRATULATIONS”
To the Notaras Family
On their foresight for

Cinema Viewing

• General Plumbing
• Kitchens & Bathrooms
• Roofing, Storm water &
Water Tanks

• Hot Water Systems
– Same Day Service

• Sewer blockages
– Electric eel & Camera
Service

• Repairs & Maintenance
– Prompt & Friendly
Service

17 MACKAY STR SOUTH GRAFTON 6642 1873 35
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LIC. A3324

OWEN WARD
LOCAL RENDERER

CEMENT RENDERER

CONCRETING

TEXTURE COATING

LIC. NO 95162c Phone 6647 6581 | Mobile 0417 433 702
3549490aa35
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MATTHEW SEE

DOMESTIC
COMMERCIAL
RENOVATIONS

REPAIRS

PLASTERING

Contractor of the
refurbishment of the
Saraton Theatre

“What an awesome
final result”

MOBILE 0432 283 311

I F the walls could talk, as they say,what tales they might tell.
More than just another historic

building, the Saraton Theatre has been
at the heart of Grafton’s social scene
for more than 84 years.
Providing the ideal location for pe-
ople of all ages to meet and be enter-
tained, the much-loved Saraton has
given generations of Graftonians count-

less memories, playing host to numer-
ous dances and thousands of movies
from across Australia and around the
world.
Surviving three fires, the Great De-

pression, the introduction of television
and home video, floods and even a
close brush with demolition, the now
lovingly restored art deco majestic
theatre on Grafton’s Prince Street is
once again enjoying a new lease on
life.
When construction started in 1925,

commissioned by two young Greek-
born immigrant brothers Ioannis (Jack)
and Anthony (Tony) Notaras, times
were very different.
“There were no cranes available so
they used the same technology as
building the 2500-year-old Parthenon
in Athens,” Angelo Notaras, son of
Anthony and a director of the Notaras
business, said.
“Lifting and moving the huge steel
beams in those days was a hell of a
job,” he said, referring to images con-
tained within the family’s photo collec-
tion.
However, this was just one of the
many logistical problems facing the
construction workers, who laboured
together in primitive conditions under
the leadership of local builder Mr
Walters and his team, which included
the Notaras brothers who contributed
their own blood, sweat and tears to the
project.
Designed by Lismore architect FJ

Board for the Notaras family, the origi-
nal building was truly a labour of love.
In the year preceding the Saraton’s
opening in 1926, some of the engineer-
ing challenges included both sourcing
and transporting materials from as far
away as Sydney before finally moving
them into position on site.
But despite the many challenges, the

Saraton was completed and opened
officially by Mayor Ald WT Robinson, on
July 17, 1926, and has remained under
the ownership of the Notaras family
ever since.
On its opening night, a special

screening of the Notaras brothers’ own
12-minute silent movie Grafton at Work
and Play was screened, much to the

delight of the audience, who no doubt
enjoyed watching themselves on the
big screen.
The original lessee and operator was

TJ Dorgan Pty Ltd, who organised a
film circuit of Far North Coast cinemas,
also managing the Regent Theatre at
Murwillumbah; Roxy Theatre at Kyogle;
Fitzroy Open Air at Coffs Harbour; and
the Star Court Theatre, Lismore.
Only seven years later, on August 20,

1932, the Saraton experienced the first
of three fires.
Causing damage to the screen, stage
and curtains, roof rafters, baffle board
and flooring, the fire closed the cinema
for the next eight years; however occa-
sional dances, concerts and other
social functions were still held in the
theatre.
By 1940, the Saraton was renovated

and remodelled internally by Queens-
land theatre architect George Rae,
however the cinema was once again
damaged by fire on May 10, 1944,
destroying the curtain and screen but
the cinema was back in operation by
June of the same year.
On June 24, 1950, Grafton was flood-

ed and the Saraton was inundated.
Long-time projectionist Allan Jack-

son recorded the event with a series of
photographs, taken as the waters were
rising, too fast for the seating to be
removed. Consequently, the lower level
seating was completely covered by
floodwater.
TJ Dorgan continued running the
theatre until the early 1960s, when
North Coast Theatres and Drive-Ins
took over.
The Saraton was closed in the 1970s

and it was a number of years before

DAWN OF A NEW ERA FOR
By KATE MATTHEWS

T H E AT R E
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STUART WARE ELECTRICAL PTY LTD

-– Electrical – Automation – Data – Phone – Industrial – Commercial – Residential -–
PHONE: 0266427440 FAX: 0266427011 MOBILE: 0418662800 EMAIL: office@stuartware.com.au

Lic. No. 190831c

Thank you to Angelo , Spiro , John and Mitchell Notaras of NOTARAS BROTHERS ENTERTAINMENT Pty Ltd
and Builder Bill Norton for trusting us to design, supply, install and integrate all of the automation and
electrical services within this wonderful entertainment facility . We hope your enthusiasm and passion

for the Saraton Theatre will be shared by everyone for many years to come .

wwwwww..ssttuuaarrttwwaarree..ccoomm..aauu
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Irene Notaras, daughter of Anthony
Notaras, undertook extensive renova-
tions before reopening the theatre on
December 10, 1982.
Renamed the Saraton Entertainment

Centre, the vision of the time was to
provide the region with “...facilities as
good as any to be found in the city,”
Irene Notaras said in a Daily Examiner
feature from December 9, 1982.

Yet another fire threatened the future
of the theatre in 1989, when on January
13 a fire destroyed the projection box.
An employee was charged with the
offence and the cinema reopened

around four weeks later.
During the ’80s and ’90s, more and

more Australians stayed home to enjoy

THE SARATON

ABOVE LEFT: Construction of Saraton circa 1925. There weren’t any cranes available so they used the same technology as building the 2500-year-old Parthenon
in Athens. Two large posts acted as an A-frame crane to lift the large 18m (54ft) main balcony girder. ABOVE RIGHT: Anthony centre, Jack right and a cousin,
Emmanual, on the left, celebrating Australia Day circa 1912.

To Page 8
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UNWIND AND SPEND TIME
AT THE

Clocktower Hotel

THE DOUGHERTY FAMILY would like to
acknowledge and highly commend, the
drive & enthusiasm the Notaras family
have shown in recreating the Saraton
Theatre to it’s former glory.

What an enormous community
asset to the Clarence Valley.

93 PRINCE STR. GRAFTON 6643 1122
Congr

atulat
ions
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movies in the comfort of their living
rooms and cinemas across the
country began to lose favour and
gradually close.
More recently, development and

demolition proposals have threa-
tened the Saraton Theatre. By 1999,
NSW country towns had only 13
picture theatres still operating in
recognisable condition out of the
385 that were operating in 1951. The
Saraton is now only one of two
remaining in private hands. The
remainder have been taken over by
local councils.
In April of that year, the site of the

theatre was proposed for Grafton
Shoppingworld’s car park.
However, by chance, the historic
theatre’s plight was recognised by
the then chair of the NSW Heritage
Council, Hazel Hawke, and an in-
terim conservation order was almost
immediately put in place, saving the
theatre from being demolished.
Now faced with huge costs to

restore the ageing building, the

Notaras brothers, led by Angelo and
Spiro Notaras, were forced to recon-
sider the future of the building.
Deciding to restore the Saraton to
its former glory became the imper-
ative and early 2008 work began on
recreating the theatre with a great
attention to detail.
Now fully equipped with state-of-
the-art technology and three cine-
mas, including a fully restored main
theatre complete with dress circle,
the Saraton has been open for
business since September 2 this
year; however the official opening
will be held on Tuesday, November
23.
The Saraton Theatre is of State
significance as a rare surviving
example of a two-level cinema,
which is still operating and has
been identified as a category one
item in the NSW Heritage Office’s
Movie Theatre Register for NSW
1896-1996, being included within
the Royal Australian Institute of
Architects’ Register of Buildings of
20th Century Significance.

A CITY ICON

Lambrinos Notaras Café, 87 Prince Street, Grafton. The name was later changed to
Marble Bar Café. In the centre is Tony and at left is Jack. The original shop front from
1903 stayed intact until about 1955-60.

T H E AT R E
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T HE name alone makes
your mouth water – but
step inside Prince

Street’s newest shop, French
Jellies, and all of your senses
will be in for a treat.
You’ll see fresh floral blooms
sourced from Brisbane, Sydney
and Melbourne; smell a London
range of boutique perfumes;
and touch stunning stationery
made in New York.
Add unique Dutch-made
jewellery pieces and gorgeous
gifts for children and you have
a store unlike anything seen in
Grafton before.
The French Jellies concept

was conceived by owners and

business partners Bree Hiatt
and Celeste Masters.
The women, both in their 30s
with young families, each come
from their own creative back-
ground. Celeste is a florist,

Bree a jewellery and object
designer.
“We met as friends and we

wanted to do something crea-
tive with our backgrounds that
was family-friendly,” Bree said.

A year ago the pair started
throwing ideas around “se-
riously” and once they found
out about the Saraton Theatre
shop space, they knew it was
the start of all they had

dreamed of.
“We knew that (the Saraton)

was the only place for it and
French Jellies was born,” Bree
said. “We’ve developed a
concept around what we felt
Grafton would love.”
Each item in the store has

been hand-picked by Bree and
Celeste and everything is
stocked in small numbers,
such as the five French silk
tutus for little girls and the
handmade jewellery range.
In addition, French Jellies

will be providing a personal
design and wedding service,
with Bree and Celeste commit-
ted to offering “old-fashioned
service”.
■ French Jellies opens on
Friday at 101 Prince Street,
Grafton. Phone 6643 3101 or
email shop@frenchjel-
lies.com.au.

A DELECTABLE EXPERIENCE
Newboutique de
fleuriste opens
shop in renovated
Saraton complex

OOH LA LA: French Jellies
owners BreeHiatt andCeleste
Masters at their new Prince
Street shop.

By BRYONY TRIGGS

BROUGHTTOYOUBY—THEDAILY EXAMINER
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The SaratonThe SaTh SSSThe She STh SThh STh atatontoat
Acknowledging and congratulating the Notaras

family’s cultural contribution to the Clarence Valley

www.clarence.nsw.gov.au

T HE NSW Heritage Office
will hold up the redevelop-
ment of the Saraton

Theatre as an example of a
restoration project that worked
well.
NSW Planning Heritage
Branch director Petula Samios
said the Saraton Theatre showed
what could be achieved when
the Heritage Office, the develop-
ers (in this case the Notaras
family), local council and the
community had a common goal.
She said because of the co-
operation, there were few hic-
cups along the way, but that did
not mean things were always
easy.
Often the safety requirements

of an old building did not meet
the standards required under
the Building Code of Australia,
particularly for fire safety.
Where the required fire safety

standards clashed with heritage
needs, matters were referred to
the Fire Access Services Ad-
visory Committee to develop
alternative solutions.
Heritage officer Gary Estcourt
said final Heritage Office appro-
val had only been granted in
2006, and since then there had
been only minor modifications.
He said that even deciding on
an appropriate colour scheme
for the redevelopment of an old
building could cause difficulties.
“With the Saraton, Angelo and
Spiro (Notaras) had a designer
working on the interiors,” he
said.
“She was great and gave us
versions of the colours they
were thinking of using.
“It can be difficult.”
He said similar issues some-
times arose with lighting, as
lighting in old buildings often
did not meet modern standards.
“With the Saraton, the owners

did really well in retaining what
they could while incorporating
brand new modern lights to
meet the current building
codes,” he said.
“The sound system was slight-

ly different.
“They had to be updated to

meet modern requirements. The
speakers there are working well
in that they ended up being
inconspicuous while providing
the level of quality required for a
modern theatre.”

SUCCESS STORY

One of the newly installed heritage style lights at the
Saraton Theatre.

Heritage Office says restoration project workedwell
By DAVID BANCROFT
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T O celebrate the grand
re-opening of the newly
refurbished Saraton

Theatre, and two new
cinemas, the Rotary Club of
Grafton Midday and the Rotary
Club of Grafton are delighted
to present a special preview of
the feature film Fair Game and
a silent movie, Grafton at
Work and Play (1926) on
Tuesday, November 23.
Proceeds from the night will
go to assist the Westpac
Lifesaver Helicopter and Life
Education Australia.
The function will start at
7pm, with tickets ($20)
available now from: Blooms
the Chemist, Shoppingworld;
Harvey’s Jewellers, Prince
Street; Discount Pharmacy,
Grafton Mall; Home Hardware,
Maclean, and; Home
Hardware, Yamba.
Both club presidents thank
Spiro and Angelo Notaras for

the invitation to assist with
the re-opening of the Saraton,
an outstanding opportunity to
celebrate the return of the
much-improved theatre to the

city of Grafton and the
surrounding districts while
raising funds for Life
Education Inc and the
Westpac Helicopter Service.

PROGRAM
6.30 pmMusic by The
Arcadians Ensemble
7pm Call to Order by
master of ceremonies,
David Morgan
National Anthem
performed by Caitlin Leek,
South Grafton High School
student
Speaker A representative
from the Heritage Council
of NSW
Speaker Dr Mitchell
Notaras
Speaker Angelo Notaras
Screening Grafton at Work
and Play (1926) 12 mins
Music performed by String
Quartet: William Tell
Overture
Speaker Spiro Notaras
Speaker Mayor Richie
Williamson
Feature Film Fair Game

STAGE SHARED ON
RE-OPENING NIGHT

Rotary Club of GraftonMidday fundraiser film night program

Spiro and Angelo Notaras sit in the new seats in the main
Saraton theatre. Photo: ADAM HOURIGAN

Page 12.

A SUSPENSE-FILLED
glimpse into the dark
corridors of political

power, Fair Game is a rivet-
ing action-thriller based on
the autobiography of real-life
undercover CIA operative
Valerie Plame (Naomi
Watts), whose career was
destroyed and marriage
strained to its limits when
her covert identity was ex-
posed by a politically motiv-
ated press leak.
As a covert officer in the
CIA’s Counter-Proliferation
Division, Valerie leads an
investigation into the exis-
tence of weapons of mass
destruction in Iraq. Valerie’s
husband, diplomat Joe
Wilson (Sean Penn), is
drawn into the investigation
to substantiate an alleged

sale of enriched uranium
from Niger. However, when
the administration ignores
his findings and uses the
issue to support the call to
war, Joe writes a New York

Times editorial outlining his
conclusions and ignites a
firestorm of controversy.
“Contains the intensity

and suspense of The Bourne
Identity.” – USA Today

“Naomi Watts and Sean
Penn are superb.” – New
York Post
“A film with great talent,
finesse and insight.” – Huf-
fington Post

SPY THRILLER BASED ON A TRUE STORY
Aussie actress
NaomiWatts plays
challenging role
of CIA operative

O N opening night in
1926, the Saraton
Theatre screened a

12-minute silent film titled
Grafton at Work and Play and
on November 23, the film will
be shown again to the com-
munity as part of the official
re-opening program.
The original film was com-
missioned by the Notaras
brothers, Jack and Anthony,
especially for their special
event and as the people of
Grafton watched themselves
on the big screen, there’s no
doubt it was a huge hit caus-
ing much hilarity among the
audience.
Being a unique record of
the times, Grafton at Work
and Play provides a wonder-
ful insight into the city and its
people in the early years of
last century.
Featuring the Grafton
streetscape, the film high-
lights local schools and busi-
nesses as well as the river
crossing of a steam train by
barge.

Silent film reprised
for re-opening

T H E AT R E

HERE’S
LOOKING
AT YOU,
GRAFTON
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G RAFTON’S two Rotary
Clubs undertake a

number of activities and
events to help fund a variety
of programs, often coming
together to share workloads
while improving outcomes for
such projects as:

■ Youth Exchange and
other youth programs;
■ the Rotary bowel cancer
screening program;
■ the 2010 Rotary District
9640 Conference in Grafton,
attracting more than 500
Rotarians to the city, and;
■ the RYDA program, aimed
at saving young lives by
providing road safety in-
formation.

THE ROTARY
CLUB OF
GRAFTON
The Rotary Club of Grafton
was formed in 1932 and some
of its major community activ-
ities have spanned many of
the years since.
Some of the community
organisations to which the
club has granted funding
include the Grafton Rural Fire
Brigade, the Westpac Rescue
Helicopter, Grafton Primary
School photography class,
the South Grafton High

School breakfast program
and the Thomas Graham
appeal.
The annual Rotary golf day
takes place in August and
always attracts a large field
of very talented (and some
slightly less talented) golfers.
The emphasis is on fun.
In addition, the club parti-
cipates in the running of the
Sam Dougherty Memorial
Golf Day, which also benefits
Ronald McDonald House,
Cowper Children’s Home and
North Rocks Royal Institutes
for Deaf and Blind Children.
The club has resumed its
annual Antiques and Collec-
tables Fair, held at the begin-
ning of the Jacaranda Festiv-
al. This year the fair raised
more than $6000.
A very successful trivia

night was held earlier in the
year and looks set to become
a regular event.
Other fundraisers have
included a sausage sizzle run
in conjunction with a Coun-
tryLink open day at the Graf-
ton Railway station; provision
of marshalling services for
the annual Bridge to Bridge
ski race, and; theatre nights,
to name a few.
The Rotary Club of Grafton

meets on Monday evenings at
the South Grafton Ex-Service-

men’s Club.
The two main areas of

activity the Rotary Club of
Grafton supports are local
community programs and
youth programs.
These include the School
Community Service awards,
recognising outstanding
contributions made by local
high school students and the
Clarence Valley Police Officer
of the Year awards, recognis-
ing police officers who go

above and beyond the call of
duty to improve the lives of
local residents.

THE ROTARY
CLUB OF
GRAFTON
MIDDAY INC
The Rotary Club of Grafton
Midday meets at 1pm every
Wednesday.

Community programs and
fundraising projects include:
■ Clarence Valley Biggest
Loser weight-loss competi-
tion;
■ Melbourne Cup lucky dip
boxed trifecta with proceeds
to Disaster Aid Australia;
■ Infant Cannulation Arm for
Grafton Base Hospital staff
training;
■ special reclining chairs for
the mothers in the maternity
section of GBH;
■ Australia Day barbecue;
■ Pedals for Preschools
barbecue;
■ Bunnings barbecues;
■ People to People bush
dance at the TAFE, a joint
fundraiser with the Grafton
Basketball Association, and;
■ Frank Glasson Memorial
Scholarships for local un-
iversity students in need.
Club presidents agree the
worthwhile achievements, for
the benefit of the local and
worldwide community, to-
gether with each club’s social
program make all club mem-
bers proud to be a Rotarian.
Visitors are welcome to at-
tend Rotary Club meetings by
contacting a club member or
calling Brian Lane on 0427
813 305.

PROUD TO BE A ROTARIAN
The Arcadian Ensemble, who are playing at the grand opening of the Saraton Theatre on Tuesday 23rd November are from left to right Tanja Ackerman (cello),
Lachlan Wray (cello), Matt Staehelin (viola), Sarah Westman (violin), Helen Hearnshaw (flute), Deborah Wray (violin).

Two clubswork together tomake our community a better place

Arron Larkin, Kira Johnstone and Lauren Thomas, of Grafton,
get ready to enjoy one of the first movies shown at the redeve-
loped Saraton Theatre, Tomorrow When the War Began.
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T HE late Allan Jackson,
a former projectionist,
usher, courier and

repairman of the Saraton
Theatre would’ve been pretty
pleased with how the iconic
theatre has been restored
according to his son, Rod
Jackson.
As it comes time for the
grand re-opening of the iconic
theatre, it’s important to look
back on some of the personal-
ities who have shaped and
driven the theatre over the
years.
Allan was one such perso-
nality.
According to Rod, Allan’s
love affair with cinema began
in the late 1920s when he
began cleaning seats at the
Saraton and Garden theatres
under the supervision of his
father Bill, who also worked
there. His pay was being able
to see the evening movie.
However, Allan was soon
promoted to paid, part-time
work, ushering, maintenance,
ferrying film reels between the
nearby theatres and even

worked as a projectionist.
“He was involved in almost

every aspect of the theatre,
anything that needed doing,
he was there,” Rod said.
“All his family were involved
in the theatre one way or
another, his sisters, everybody
from the Jacksons including
myself worked there at some
stage.”
Allan worked at the Saraton

during the golden age of
cinema, an exciting time when
the theatre was the place to be
seen on a Saturday night.
“It was a social meeting

place; people actually got
dressed up to go there,” Rod
said. “When Dad worked
there, suits were worn to the
cinema, even when he was a
projectionist and an usher, he
still wore a suit, sold tickets at
the door, collected tickets at
the door, you wore a suit
regardless of the weather.”
However, work at the Sara-

ton was just one part of Al-
lan’s life. He also served in
World War II and worked as a
truck driver for the Zietsch

Bros Cordial Company.
However, Rod said his fath-
er’s heart was always with the
cinema and he himself fondly
recalls going in to help his dad
at the theatre.
“I sort of followed in his
footsteps I suppose, I spent a
lot of time with him there, we
used to go to the theatre and I
used to help him with the
projectors – not that you were
really supposed to – and
sweeping out after matinees,”
he recalled.
Rod also followed in his
father’s footsteps as far as
collecting memorabilia, with
the pair gathering an impres-
sive collection of newspaper
clippings, advertising slides
and old movie posters, many

of which are reproduced
throughout this magazine.
Allan’s interest in cinema
also extended beyond his work
and Rod said he was a keen
film buff, loving westerns and
war movies, especially those
featuring John Wayne.
He also developed a keen
interest in film projectors, with
Rod fondly recalling his father
constructing a 35mm projector
out of various parts.
“He was very proud that he
got the thing going because
he’d used a washing machine
motor to run it; getting the
right speed was hard, but he
still got it working,” he said.
Sadly, Allan passed away
earlier this year, just months
before the theatre was again

screening movies, but Rod
thinks he would’ve been proud
of the end result.
“It’s sad he didn’t see it

open again; he was hanging
out for it, he used to say he’d
love to see the Saraton open
again refurbished, not lost,”
Rod said.
“Even as his memory was
not long before he passed
away, he was still very keen to
see it back to its original
glory.”
So when the lights dim and

that film flickers to life at the
opening, take a second to
remember people like Allan
and the other dedicated em-
ployees both former and pre-
sent who have made the Sara-
ton Theatre what it is today.

Former Saraton projectionist Allan
Jackson outside the Saraton
Theatre in 2001.
Below, Rod Jackson with Saraton
memorabilia.

THE FACES
BEHIND THE
SILVER SCREEN

T H E AT R E

By DOMINIC ZIETSCH
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14 TURF STREET GRAFTON 6642 6881 E. graftonsheet@optusnet.com.au

SUPPLIERS & MANUFACTURER
OF ALL SHEETMETAL MATERIALS
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A. FLETCHER&ASSOCIATES
P/L

SURVEYORS & DEVELOPMENTSURVEYORS & DEVELOPMENT
CONSULTANTSCONSULTANTS

GPS SPECIALISTS

Andrew & Jan Fletcher & Staff would like to congratulate
Angelo & Spiros Notaras & Notaras Bros Entertainment P/L for

the renovation of the historic Saraton Theatre and
construction of the two new state-of-the-art smaller cinemas.
Well done “boys”. We are proud and pleased to have been

involved with this project and have enjoyed working with that
other “boy”, builder Bill Norton.

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR SUBDIVISIONSEE US FOR ALL YOUR SUBDIVISION
& DEVELOPMENT MATTERS& DEVELOPMENT MATTERS

86 Victoria Street, Grafton
Phone : 6642 3300
email : afletch@hotkey.net.au

I N T E R I O R D E S I G NI N T E R I O R D E S I G NI N T E R I O R D E S I G N
BYBYBY

JJJ OO CC EE LL YY NN LL AA WW RR YYOO CC EE LL YY NN LL AA WW RR YYOO CC EE LL YY NN LL AA WW RR YY
D E S I G N SD E S I G N SD E S I G N S

&& CCOOLLOOUURR&& CCOOLLOOUURR&& CCOOLLOOUURR

po box 690 coffs harbour nsw 2450

p 0266522838 m 0428225673 email: jolawryid@bigpond.com

Investigate and document historic colour scheme for restoration. Design, document and co-ordinate selections
for entry, theatres, candy bar, lighting, fabrics, tiling, curtains, toilets and adjoining shops.
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T HE future of the Saraton
Theatre appears as
bright as the long list of

stars appearing on its screens.
In just a few days from now,

the Federal Government is
expected to announce its
decision on an application for
a $1 million grant to complete
work on the main stage, which
is gearing up for live shows
ranging from single acts to
major productions.
Angelo Notaras said
$500,000 was spent to accom-
modate the future extension of
the stage. That work includes
an $80,000 roll-up/roll-down
screen so the theatre can go
from live shows to cinema at
the touch of a button.
“Other work carried out
includes the relocation of all
electrical mains, two new

dressing rooms each side of
the stage front, the refurbish-
ment of the existing dressing
rooms, the installation of 180
speakers, the 3.5 metre exten-
sion of the current stage,
re-nailing and repairing the
old stage floor and much,
much more,” he said.
“If the grant application is
unsuccessful this time we will
continue to apply or, if we are
well supported by the public,
we will raise the funds through
the business.”
He pointed out Tamworth
Council recently spent $1.6
million on stage equipment for
the city’s Capitol Theatre,
which has just 400 seats. The
Saraton can seat more than
1000 people.
Angelo travelled to several

large cinemas overseas –
including the Venice Opera
House, which has undergone

an $800 million refurbishment
– and realised the Saraton
was unique and special.
“Our consortium saw we

had a once-in-a-lifetime oppor-
tunity to do something really
worthwhile for the community,

and to accomplish the dream
of our fathers to have an enter-
tainment centre for the Cla-
rence Valley,” he said.
“There are only two herit-
age-listed, privately owned
cinemas in NSW. The Saraton

is the largest and oldest. The
project has been driven by
community usage – not perso-
nal gain – and the satisfaction
of successfully completing a
challenge that was considered
economically impossible.”

FUTURE BRIGHT FOR SARATON

All class. The refurbished Saraton Theatre in all its magnificence.

Silver screen stars add glitz and
glamour to our everyday lives
By IAN THOMSON

T H E AT R E
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GRAFTON PARTY HIRE

Marquees
*36 X 24ft
*36 X 18ft
*24 X 24ft
*24 X 18ft

Other Sizes Available

* Food Bar & Bay Marie

* BBQ’s (3 Burner Gas)

* Juke Box

* Karaoke

* Coolroom

* Festoon Lights

* Porta-Loo

* Large Fans

* Chairs (white)

* Tables & Tablecloths

* Crockery & Cutlery

GRAFTON HIRE
71 SPRING STREET, SOUTH GRAFTON
6642 2133 ☎ 6643 2878

Book in time for your
CHRISTMAS PARTY!

35
49

65
3a

a

35
64

24
3a

a

BIG RIVER GLASS

GRAFTON
Est. 1980

Iluka - Grafton - Coffs
& Surrounding Areas

6642 2577
Fx: 6643 1789 E: enquiries@bigriverglass.com.au

BIG RIVER GLASS
73 Bent Street, South Grafton

Quality Manufacturers and
Suppliers of Window Louvres to

the Saraton Theatre T.
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Big River Glass
congratulates the
Notaras Family &
Bill Norton on their

outstanding renovaAon
of the Saraton Theatre!

A BUSINESS is only as
good as its staff, and
at the Saraton

Theatre, owners Spiro and
Angelo Notaras and theatre
manager Robbie Seymour
could not be happier with the
team they are working with.
The theatre currently em-

ploys 15 locals, mainly on a

casual basis, who are trained
to handle anything the
theatre can throw at them.
“We are cooks, projection-

ists, glass cleaners, theatre
cleaners, security guards and
money handlers. But we
wouldn’t change it. No two
days are the same,” supervi-
sor Johanne Kubik said.

From the Notaras family’s
point of view, Spiro says they
are very happy with the cur-
rent team.
“When you employ people

to take care of something you
are passionate about, you put
a lot of trust in them. Angelo
and I see the staff as good,
reliable and friendly,” Spiro

said.
Theatre manager, Robbie

Seymour has been working
with the Saraton for about 10
years and says that he aims
to train professional and
friendly staff who genuinely
care about customer satis-
faction.
“We are all working as a

team and we are doing it
quite successfully. I am proud
to be giving local people who
have never worked in the
industry before the chance to
learn about it and see what it
is all about in one of the best
facilities in the world,” he
said.

Supervisor Johanne Kubik and front of house operator Brad
Carter at the Saraton Theatre.

Saraton Theatre manager Robbie Seymour in the newly redeveloped main cinema at the Saraton
Theatre.

STAFF ARE VITAL TO SUCCESS
Saraton team faces challenging career at one of world’s best facilities
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T HE Saraton Theatre is
at the leading edge of
cinema technology

with the projection system it
has installed for its three
cinemas.
Suppliers Edge Digital
Technologies have equipped
the complex with three of
the latest Christie projectors,
capable of screening 3D
images.
Edge’s business manager
Ben Wilson said the Sara-
ton’s owners, the Notaras
family, had taken a direction
considered unusual in re-
gional cinemas.
“Most cinema complexes
outside the Sydney, Bris-
bane, Melbourne, Perth
would install one digital
projector and have the rest
film,” he said.
“The Saraton has opted for
the latest and greatest with
its all-digital technology.”
Mr Wilson said the advent
of 3D had also pushed the

digital revolution.
“You can do 3D with film,
but you need three projec-
tors and the frame rate is
much slower,” he said.
As well as superior 3D
presentation, digital stream-
lines the distribution and
management side of cine-
mas.
“When you realise a fea-

ture movie involves 13,000
feet (nearly 4000 metres) of
film, distribution of movies
has become much easier,”
Mr Wilson said.
Movies now arrive at the

cinema on a computer hard
drive and are downloaded
into the complex’s projection
system.
A typical feature movie is

made up of about 300 giga-
bytes of data, making online
delivery not feasible – yet.
“The data is streamed at
250 megabytes a second,”
Mr Wilson said.
“Hence the clarity of the

vision that you see on the
screen.”

A DIGITAL
REVOLUTION

Spiro and Angelo Notaras check out the picture from one of
the Saraton’s state-of-the-art Christie digital projectors.

Theatre gains the digital edge
by investing in state-of-the-art
cinema technology
By TIM HOWARD

T H E AT R E

ears have not been battered
into submission by the sound
system.
In the Saraton audiences

have already noted how the
sound comes through the
floorboards, totally surround-
ing them.
“With the subwoofers

bolted to the floor, the bass
can make the whole building
seem to tremble,” Mr Sim-
mons said.
“In those big action block-

busters with plenty of explo-
sions and pulsating action
sequences, the audience is
taken right into the heart of
the action.”
The Saraton is one of the

first Australian cinemas to
take up the new technology,
but it won’t be the last.
Hypacoustic has gained a

presence in Hollywood, giving
the tiny firm the credibility to
widen the niche it is creating

C UTTING edge loud-
speaker technology at
the Saraton Theatre

ensures its patrons get the
most out of their cinema
experience.
Theatre owners the Notaras
family took a little bit of
convincing, but when they
signed on New Zealand-based
firm Hypacoustic to put in its
revolutionary loudspeaker
system, they knew they were
future proofing their invest-
ment.
Kiwi owner and director of
the Hypacoustic, Matthew
Simmons, said his system
was the first major innovation
in cinema loudspeakers in 28
years.
The key difference in creat-
ing the sound is doing away
with the horns that have been
the basis of cinema sound
since ‘talkies’ became popular
in the 1930s.
“The horns give cinema
sound a harsh tone that can
cause the audience to be-
come fatigued by the conti-
nual assault on their ears,” Mr
Simmons said.
“Hypacoustic creates a

natural sound that is de-
signed to enhance what the
audience is seeing on the
screen.
“This, in effect, adds to the

experience of the person
watching the movie, enabling
them to become totally en-
grossed in the movie.”
This phenomenon is also

good news for cinema own-
ers, as patrons often feel
fresh enough to take in a
second movie because their

in the world of cinema sound.
“We’re moving into cine-

mas in England, Europe and
Russia,” Mr Simmons said.
“We already have dozens of

cinemas completed in Asia, in
the next five years expect to
see Hypacoustic in over 500
cinemas in India and China”
For a Kiwi from Christ-
church who began his interest
in sound equipment as a
12-year-old, Mr Simmons has
come a long way.
“I got into business as a

12-year-old, repairing speak-
ers after school for people,”
he said.
“My partner and wife Julie

decided we should try to get
into cinema sound in 2003
and gave ourselves 10 years
to make it.
“We got into some small

cinemas in New Zealand, but
it was not until we installed
Hypacoustic into some cine-
mas in Hollywood that we got
the critical mass we needed.”
One of the Saraton’s own-

ers, Spiro Notaras, said the
family needed convincing to
buy into the new system,
which breaks with tradition
another way by not playing
the sound through the cinema
screen.
“Once we sat down in the

cinema and heard it, we were
convinced that this was the
system we had to have,” he
said.
“The other thing is that

there is so much more we can
do with it. We are able to
build in new features with this
system. We will always be
able to keep improving it.”

Matthew Simmons of ARVUS speaks of the first major innovation in theatre sound in almost
three decades now in place at the Saraton.

SURROUNDED BY SOUND

‘‘In those bigaction
blockbusters ...
the audience is
taken right into
the heart of the
action.

By TIM HOWARD
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FASHION – SHOES – BAGS – GIFTWARE – ARTWORK

Shop 1, 95 Prince STR. Grafton – 6643 5221
3549570aa

Email: shop@frenchjellies.com.au Web: www.frenchjellies.com.au
Address: 101 Prince St, Grafton 2460 Phone: 6643 3101
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B IANCA Burchall has
established a little
wonderland with her

business Blossum & Co.
The bright and airy shop is
part of the marvellous new
Saraton complex in Prince
Street, Grafton.
Blossum & Co opened its

doors in February last year
after Bianca graduated from
university with a degree in
business and tourism.
“I’ve always had an interest

in fashion and I’ve wanted to
have my own business as far
back as I can remember; I just
didn’t think it would happen so
quickly,” she said.
Bianca was born in the

Clarence Valley and grew up in
Yamba.
She has now settled in Graf-

ton with her partner.
“I knew I was going to settle

in Grafton so I wanted to do
something I enjoyed,” she said.
“I was driving past this shop
one day and I noticed it was
empty.
“It had a sign in the window

saying it was for lease and I
thought, why not?
“It was the perfect spot and I

thought I’d be stupid to pass it
up.”
Bianca’s philosophy with her

shop was to bring different
styles and brands of products

to Grafton
She said she wanted a place
where shoppers could buy
something “different” in an
atmosphere they considered “a
nice place to shop”.
Blossum & Co sells a range

of products including women’s
fashions, leather goods, quirky
jewellery, hand-made pieces,
body products, candles and
artworks.
Bianca stocks the impressive
Glasshouse candle range; a
company that focuses on
producing fragrances that are
“unconventional”.
The range consists of luxu-

rious body creams and bars,
scented candles and liquid
soaps.
“They’re a guaranteed win-

ner when it comes to buying
gifts for people – everyone
loves them,” Bianca said.
Blossum & Co is also about

to stock a new range of Pratten
leather goods.
The range includes luxe

leather wallets, coin purses,
belts and clutches.
“What I like about this brand

is their attention to detail and
that they use the highest qual-
ity,” Bianca said.
“The company is also up-to-

date with the latest fashion
colours and their products are
affordable.”

BIANCA’S BLOSSOMING BUSINESS

Bianca
Burchall,
of Blossum
& Co.

Photo:
Adam

Hourigan

Shop offers a ‘different’ style

T H E AT R E
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Proud to be associated with The new Saraton Theatre…

EMAIL: bskitchens@people.net.au
Proprietors: Stephen & MichelleWhitton Lic. No. 31618C

FACTORY & SHOWROOM
32 Hyde Street

SOUTH GRAFTON NSW 2460

PH 02 6643 2373
MOB 0414 857 130
FAX 02 6643 3645
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❏ BOBCATS
❏ MINI EXCAVATORS 4T & 1.75T
❏ TIP TRUCKS
❏ ALL ATTACHMENTS
❏ DRIVEWAYS
❏ SLASHING

6643 2277
OR
0419 219 550

MURRAY’SMURRAY’S
BOBCAT HIREBOBCAT HIRE
E X P E R I E N C E D O P E R AT O R S

3549609aa
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GRAFTONGRAFTON
SKIP HIRESKIP HIRE

• BINS FOR HIRE

• HOUSEHOLD

• BUILDERS WASTE

• CLEAN UP BINS

LOCAL OWNER AND OPERATOR - DES YAGER

0418 660 4080418 660 408
LILLYPOOL ROAD, SOUTH GRAFTON.

PROUD TO BE A PART IN THE REFURBISHMENT
OF THE SARATON THEATRES.

LIGHTING ~ ELECTRICAL ~ DATA

GLEN AND THE TEAMGLEN AND THE TEAM
FROM CETNAJ AREFROM CETNAJ ARE

PROUD TO BE ASSOCIATEDPROUD TO BE ASSOCIATED
WITH THE AMAZINGWITH THE AMAZING
SARATON THEATRESARATON THEATRE

41 – 47 Fitzroy Street Grafton
Phone 6642 4300 Fax 6642 4300

3549650aa

O NE of the more pleas-
ing aspects of the
Saraton Theatre rede-

velopment for Mark Chard, of
Grafton Sheetmetal, was that
wherever possible, the Not-
aras family used local con-
tractors and tradesmen.
Grafton Sheetmetal provid-
ed most of the metal fabrica-
tion used in the restoration of
the grand old theatre and the
development of the two small-
er theatres.
It was work that, because of

the nature of the develop-
ment, was done in stages.
At times the company had
four to five people working on
Saraton-related projects and
at other times, one or two.
“It was good for us because

it ran over a bit of time,” Mr
Chard said.
The heritage issues that
had been so important for
some of the tradespeople
working on the facility, posed

no problems in the metal
fabrication.
Grafton Sheetmetal did all
the air-conditioning ducts, all
the vents and outlets, sup-
plied all the flashings, ducting
to the projection room, electri-
cal covers, access ladders,
stainless steel hand rails and
a lot of the electrical duct
covers.
They also manufactured all
the box guttering, pot plant
tubs and stainless steel
benches.
Mr Chard said the Notaras
family asked that the stainless
steel hand rails be in keeping
with the historic nature of the
complex, but there had been
no overriding heritage issues.
He said it was a big job but
by no means the biggest they
had undertaken.
A refit of the Grafton Dis-
trict Services Club’s kitchen
and bar had also been a big
job.

RESTORING A GRAND THEATRE
T H E AT R E
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50 Queen Street, Grafton Ph: 6642 7766 www.tradelink.com.au

BATHROOM
SPECIALISTS
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Basins
Toilets
Tapware
Vanities

Showers
Accessories
Spas
Bath mixers

Tradelink are proud suppliersTradelink are proud suppliers
of quality products to theof quality products to the

ClarenceValley and congratulateClarenceValley and congratulate
the SaratonTheatre on theirthe SaratonTheatre on their

official opening.official opening.

The opening of the Saraton TheatreThe opening of the Saraton Theatre
is a real milestone for the people in theis a real milestone for the people in the

Clarence Valley.Clarence Valley.
Steeped in history and restored with all the respectSteeped in history and restored with all the respect
of its founders, the Notaras Family has honouredof its founders, the Notaras Family has honoured
the Clarence Valley combining old school charmthe Clarence Valley combining old school charm
with world class technology.with world class technology.

This majestic venue will continue the role thatThis majestic venue will continue the role that
its founders intended, being a major part of theits founders intended, being a major part of the
social fabric of the community.social fabric of the community.

We congratulate all those involved in theWe congratulate all those involved in the
refurbishment of this local icon and its continuedrefurbishment of this local icon and its continued
longevity into the future.longevity into the future.

Sincerely,Sincerely,

The Daily ExaminerThe Daily Examiner
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SARATON’S HISTORIC MOVIE POSTERS
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ON BEHALF OF GRAFTON
SHOPPING WORLD

CONGRATULATIONS TO
THE NOTARAS FAMILY...

Food, Fashion
and style
at Grafton
Shoppingworld
... And now
entertainment
at the Saraton.

Why go
anywhere else?

T H E AT R E

TRACK A PATH THROUGH TIME




